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COMMUNICATION STUDIES 644 
First Nations Communications: Media and Arts _ Policies 


Lorna Roth BR-118/2 848-2562/482-4421 
Fall 1993 BR-320 - Tuesdays 6 - 9 p.m. 


Office Hours: 
Wednesdays 10 - 1; or by appointment. 
These hours may be subject to change during the term, so it is best 
to let me know ahead of time when you wish to see me in my Office. 


Description of Course 


Though many assume that the study of policy is rather dry and stark, 
my assumptions about policy are quite the reverse. In my opinion, 
there is nothing more important for communications scholars to 
understand than policy, because it is policy that eventually frames 
global, national, regional, and local cultural/communications 
practices. By this, | mean that policies discursively represent the 
parameters and underlying structures which enable and set limits to 
what we can and cannot do in regard to communications in Canadian 
society. Public policies define the words and the interpretive 
frameworks which organize communications and_ cultural 
development in a given society. Yet they are often post-hoc 
phenomena. In other words, policies tend to be written after the 
emergence of a new cultural or artistic practice or technology, 
which has already challenged the viability of an outdated one. This 
complexity makes them particularly interesting as objects of study. 


Policy decisions and practices are the result of many considerations 
- historical, economic, technological, social, political, 
psychological, administrative and bureaucratic, among others. _ First 
Nations arts and media policies are the outcome of an interactive 
process involving at least four sets of distinct "Communities" or 
groups of participants: multiple First Nations communities, political 
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communities (including governing bodies), economic communities, 
and general, multicultural and multiracial publics. The interests of 
these four groups seldom coincide and therefore trade-offs and the 
determination of priorities become necessary in the allocation of 
scarce resources. Patterns of these interactions and the 
negotiations of these trade-offs are integral to the content of this 
seminar, which will focus on the historical development and 
interpretations of First Nations arts (museum) and media (radio and 
television broadcasting, print media) policies and will provide the 
students with tools for better understanding First Nations public 
policy contruction and deconstruction processes. 


Because many students might be unfamiliar with the details of First 
Nations issues in general, several of the first classes will focus on 
building a background to the media and arts policy corpus discussed 
in this seminar. To accomplish this, materials will be drawn from 
the following sources: Fourth World anthropology, ethnography, 
cultural studies, history, sociology, political science, public policy 
studies, CRTC and DOC policies, empirical case studies on native 
communications. 


Assignments: 


Assignment No. 1. On a rotational basis, students will be 
expected to prepare a three-page written critical analysis of an 
assigned reading, distribute copies to the members of the class, and 
be responsible for animating the discussion pertinent to this 
reading. This, as well as participation in seminar discussions, will 
count for 20 percent of the final mark for this course. Due Date: 
Flexible. 


Assignment No. 2. This research paper will explore a First 
Nations media or arts policy issue from theoretical and an empirical 
perspectives and may be negotiated with me on a case-by-case 
basis, so that you can individually tailor the topic to meet your 
specific interests. You may choose to cover an issue from any 
Fourth World nation in which you are interested. This paper will 
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count for 35 percent of your final mark. Due Date: Early - Oct 
12; Late date - Oct 19. 


Assignment No. 3. Position Paper - Choose one media or arts 
policy. Examine its historical development and its present status in 
the field. Write a brief that argues a policy change to better meet 
the needs of First Nations practitioners and audiences. Present this 
brief before any governmental or regulatory commission or arts 
council of your choice. 


This third assignment is fairly complex and given the size of this 
seminar might have to be done in groups rather than individually. 
This means that you will get a group mark for most of the 
assignment. In order to be fair, however, | am asking that you each 
hand in your specific research portion or chapter which was YOUR 
contribution to the group's presentation. 


This assignment is a policy intervention simulation exercise. You 
are to divide into cultural/arts/media, telecommunications, etc. 
lobby groups of your choice. These may be actual lobby groups or 
fictional ones. The group assignment is to prepare, present, and 
defend a Policy Brief which will represent a condensed version of 
either your own group's position on a media policy issue or that of a 
lobby group (real or fictional). Your position should be clearly 
argued from a variety of perspectives and should be compared and 
contrasted with the existing situation and other possible 
alternatives. The advantages of your position should be weighed 
against its disadvantages. outlining your very specific positions on 
a critical issue (again, this might be real, representative, or 
fictional). Your entire brief should be no longer than 10 - 12 
tightly-argued pages (double-spaced). It is to be distributed to us 
ahead of time (at least one week in advance) for our examination 
(leave 2 copies in policy box in Learning Centre) and presented orally 
to the seminar members who will pretend to be members of either 
the Parliamentary Committee on Culture and Communications, the 
CRTC, an Arts Council, Consumer and Corporate Affairs, etc. - take 
your pick.) Other specific details about these interventions can be 
discussed in class. Please note, however, that tight reasoning and 
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argument, and the evidence of extensive knowledge of sources and 
resources will be valued more highly than length. After you present 
the brief, the seminar’ participants (bogus CRITIC 
Commissioners/members of Arts Councils, etc. ) will have an 
opportunity to critically question you about your specific arguments. 
The Policy Brief project will be worth 45 percent (30% group mark; 
15% individual contribution or 45% if you do it individually) of your 
final mark and should conform to the following format: 


a. Title page with title of submission, name of intervenor - 
individual or agency (if applicable), and date. 

b. Table of Contents page with section headings and sub-headings, 
indicative of the substance. 

c. Within sections, all paragraphs should be numbered to the left of 
the top line. All pages should be numbered at the top centre or right. 
d. At the back, there should be a section called Notes or References, 
with suitably numbered sources of ideas and quotations used in your 
Policy Brief. You need not footnote on the bottom of the page itself. 

e. Bibliography should follow notes and should indicate the relevant 
pages of books, documents and other papers consulted. Persons you 
have interviewed should also be listed here. 


N.B. Please make a photocopy of your assignments before 
you hand them in, just in case. All papers must be typed 
and submitted on time. Please use a dark computer ribbon 
- my eyes get really strained with pale inked ribbons. 


There is a writing assistance program available for Concordia 
University students, who might be experiencing writer’s block, 
panic, or any other symptom of “normal” student life. It is not a 
remedial program. It is a program designed for anyone who just 
needs some advice on how to improve a paper or how to get started . 
. . for the last time, etc. The number for this service at Loyola is 
848-3555. For the same service on the Sir George Williams 
campus, call 848-3545. 
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Assignment No. 1: 20% Due Date - flexible and self-selected. 
Assignment No. 2: 35% Due Date - Early submission date: October 
12; late submission date: October 19. 

Assignment No. 3: 45% Due Date - one of last 4 or 5 classes. (If 
applicable, 30% group mark; 15% individual mark) 


N.B: Please make a photocopy of your assignments before you hand 
them in, just in case they become misplaced by accident: better 
safe than sorry. 


All papers must be typed and submitted on time. If you have a 
valid reason for postponing assignment submissions, such as a death 
in the family or a serious illness, please contact me at my home 
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number and we'll arrange an alternative. 


Plagiarized work will result in a failed grade. 


Course Readings: 


There are no purchased textbooks for this course. There will be 2 
photocopies of all readings (required and optional) available at the 
Learning Centre on the third floor of the Bryan Building. It is open 
between 9 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. daily, except on weekends. Some First 
Nations communications books have also been placed on Reserve in 
the Vanier Library. 


PLEASE NOTE: Periodically, based on the interests of the class, | 
shall add or delete readings to the corpus of material for this class. 
If you find a particularly interesting reading that you would like to 
share with the class, please feel free to bring it in and we'll place a 
copy of it in the reading box. 


Class Themes, Schedule, and Required Readings: to be distributed in 
second class. 


